
Intro to Indy Rezone 
for the Indianapolis Neighborhood 

Resource Center 

New ordinance in effect on April 1, 2016 



More sustainable, more livable 

Update and modernize the code 

 

Also, make the code easier to read and 

understand by: 

 Consolidating and simplifying content 

 Using more tables and diagrams 

 Organizing all regulations into 5 chapters 

Overall Concept 



With Footnotes 

 Highlight and explain most of the changes 

 Using this version for the transition 

 

No Footnotes 

 Contains only the newly adopted language 

 Will be published in MuniCode© 

 New starting point for any subsequent changes 

Two Versions 



Important to learn 

 

Citations See p. 9 / p. 9 



Chapter 740 – General provisions 

Chapter 741 – Subdivision Regulations 

Chapter 742 – Districts 

Chapter 743 – Uses and Use-Specific Standards 

Chapter 744 – Developments Standards 

Structure 



 Consolidates content from multiple ordinances 

 

 

 These provisions apply throughout the other four 

chapters 

Chapter 740 – General Provisions 

See p. 6 / p. 6 



Article II Definitions and Construction of Language 

 All definitions located here 

 Will highlight some key definitions 

Article III Measurements and Calculations 

 These apply throughout the ordinance 

 Will highlight some key items 

Article IV Performance Standards 

 Mostly carried over without changes 

 Added new requirements on maintenance 

Chapter 740 – General Provisions 

See p. 10 / p. 9 

See p. 92 / p. 78 

See p. 112 / p. 97 



Article V Compact and Metro Context Area 

 New element – Important to understand 

 Map is adopted as part of ordinance 

Will be a layer on GIS 

 Can affect some development standards 

Identify location of property 

Check development standards 

Chapter 740 – General Provisions 

See p. 115 / p. 99 



p. 115 / p. 99 



Article VI Application and Nonconformities 
 Mostly carried over; better wording 

 New provision on residence rebuild 

Article VII Procedures 
 Mostly carried over; some updates 

Article VIII Improvement Location Permits 
 Mostly carried over; some changes per DCE 

 Added new sections to require: 

  - Elevations, Landscape & Lighting Plan 

 Other changes for mining and wellfield 

Chapter 740 – General Provisions 

See p. 117 / p. 101 

See p. 120 / p. 104 

See p. 124 / p. 108 



 

Article IX Floodplain Development Permits 

 Carried forward with little change 

 

Article X Enforcement and Remedies 

 Carried forward with little change 

Chapter 740 – General Provisions 

See p. 134 / p. 116 

See p. 136 / p. 117 



Major changes to improve the quality of new 

development 

 

Key Changes: 

• Now applies to commercial and industrial properties 

• Greater emphasis on connectivity 

• More emphasis on open space requirements 

• Require LID in Metro Context Area 

• Added stream corridor protection 

Chapter 741 – Subdivision Regulations 

See p. 140 / p. 121 



Article I Primary Districts 

Identifies each district 

Purpose statement for each district 

Table with some Dimensional Standards 

  NOTE: More detailed in 744-201 

Illustration with some of the key standards 

Additional standards that are unique to that district 

 

Chapter 742 - Districts 

See p. 188 / p. 161 



See p. 208 / p. 177 



See p. 210 / p. 178 



See p. 253 / p. 217 



See p. 255 / p. 218 



See p. 255 / p. 218 



Key Changes in Primary Districts 

 

Dwelling: D-12 District eliminated, renamed as D-5 

Industrial: No longer U or S categories 

Commercial: C-6 eliminated, renamed C-4 

  C-ID eliminated, renamed C-7 

  C-2, C-3C  Districts renamed MU-1 and MU-2 

Mixed-Use: New Classification of Districts 

 

Chapter 742 - Districts 



Other Changes in Primary Districts 
 

Central Business District: No real changes 
 

 

Development Plan: Some changes 
 

 

Special Use: New SU-45 for Zoo 

  New SU-46 for Airport 

   

Historic: Deleted HP-S 

Chapter 742 - Districts 

See p. 355 / p. 308 

See p. 324 / p. 282 

See p. 300 / p. 261 



Article II Secondary Districts 
 

- Regional Center: No changes 

- Flood Control: Important changes  

- Wellfield: Important changes 

- Airspace: No changes 

- Gravel, Sand, Borrow (GSB): Important changes 

Chapter 742 - Districts 

See p. 370 / p. 322  



Article II Use Table 

 

- What it is 

- How to read it 

- Did change what is permitted in some districts 

- Consolidation and Updating of permitted uses 

 Started with over 570, reduced to about 150 

- Separate listing of Temporary and Accessory Uses 

Chapter 743 – Uses and Use-

Specific Standards 
See p. 438 / p. 383 









Article II Use Table 

 

Vacant Provision 

 - All new concept 

 - Added to encourage adaptive reuse 

 - Only for existing buildings 

 - Limited to Commercial and Industrial Districts 

 - Must devise administration details 

Chapter 743 – Uses and Use-

Specific Standards See p. 438 / p. 383 



Article III Use-Specific Standards 

 

 Provides much of the regulatory detail 

 Always check these for a given use 

 Note the table for spacing of uses (Table 743-301-1) 

 Organized by broad types of uses:  

Residential, Public, Agricultural, Commercial and Industrial 

 Separate listing for Temporary and Accessory Uses 

Chapter 743 – Uses and Use 

Specific Standards See p. 470 / p. 398 



p. 470 / p. 398 



See p. 514 / p. 436 



Article II Lot & Building Dimensions 

 

- Summarized into Tables 744-201 (1 thru 6) 
 

- New Construction for Nonconformities 

 All exceptions included in one place 
 

- Special Dimensional Standards 

 Consolidated into one place 
 

- Height Exceptions and Encroachments 

 Presented in a single table 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards 
See p. 536 / p. 455 

See p. 552 / p. 469 

See p. 556 / p. 472 

See p. 562 / p. 478 





See p. 562 / p. 478 



Article II Lot & Building Dimensions 

 

Stream Protection Corridors 

 - All new concept 

 - Intended to improve surface water quality 

 - Mapping of protected waterways in GIS 

 - Overview of standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards 

See p. 566 / p. 481 



See p. 566 / p. 481 



Article III Access and Connectivity 

 

- Includes some new standards 

 Greenway Access, Bike Path Access, Safe Route 

- Sidewalk provisions 

 Width requirements based on street types 

- Private streets and interior access drives 

 Carried over with little change 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards See p. 568 / p. 483 



See p. 566 / p. 481 



See p. 571 / p. 488 



 

Article IV Parking, Loading and Drive Through 

 Separate session on this topic 

 Changes in the off-street parking 

 

Article V Landscaping and Screening 

 Separate session on this topic 

 Big changes, including new “Green Factor” 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards 

See p. 576 / p.489 

See p. 612 / p. 515 



Article VI Street and Exterior Lighting 

 New requirements 

 

Article VII Design Standards 

 Reserved for possible future regulations 

 

Article VIII Underground Utilities 

 Carried forward with no changes 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards 

See p. 638 / p. 540 

See p. 641 / p. 542 



 

Article IX Sign Regulations 

 

 Carried forward the basic content 

 Adopted changes in December 2015 to make it  

       “content neutral” 

 Will start a full scale revision in 2016 

Chapter 744 – Development 

Standards 

See p. 644 / p. 544 



Questions and 

Discussion 

Download the new ordinance at: 

 

http://www.indy.gov/eGov/City/DMD/

Current/Pages/ordinance.aspx 


